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SAS in the Community

Partner with survivors to inform the work we do

Provide opportunities for community engagement

Advocate for policy changes

Host and participate in educational presentations and events

Develop and utilize technology to prevent and interrupt commercial sexual 
exploitation



What is 
Human Trafficking?

The use of force, fraud, or coercion to 
compel work into any industry

Or any minor involved in the commercial 
sex industry



Affected Industries

Agriculture

Factories

Domestic Service

Retail & Service

Mining

Armed Conflict

Door to Door Sales 

Pornography

Prostitution

Strip clubs

“Sex tourism”

etc.



> Right now, approximately 16.5 million people are 
being exploited through labor and 4.5 million people 
are exploited through the sex industry worldwide (ILO, 
2016)

> An estimated 300-500 youth are victims of 
commercial sexual exploitation each year in King 
County (Boyer, 2008)

Human Trafficking at a Glance



> Recent studies show that up to 45-50% of homeless youth 
trafficking victims are male (Roberts, 2016)

> Although African Americans make up 6.5% of the 
population in King County, 52% of the child sex trafficking 
victims in local cases were African American. (KCPAO, 2011-
2016) 

> The Bridge Collaborative of King County: Average, 15.5 
years old; youngest, 8 years old (2015 Annual Bridge 
Collaborative Report)



Human Trafficking in Bellevue



While watching Rachel’s story consider:

What might make someone vulnerable 
to trafficking?

Why does trafficking exist? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvnRYte3PAk


Supply vs. Demand: 
How do we reduce demand?

History of abuse

Isolation/lack of support 
system

Poverty

Insecurity (media, bullying)

Marginalized groups 
(immigrants, LGBT)

Entitlement (sex, goods, and 
services)

Greed ($$$)

Lack of empathy

Media 

Misinformation/lack of 
information

Sexism, racism, etc. 

Supply Demand



What can we do?

In groups of 2-3, choose one item 
from the “supply” list and one item 
from the “demand” list and discuss:

➢ How could you resolve the issues 
you chose?

➢ What small actions can you take 
starting today that could impact 
both of these lists?



What can I do over time?

> Volunteer (join our youth board!)
> Donate time and money to support survivors
> Advocate
> Host an awareness presentation or fundraising event
> Be non-judgmental & accepting
> Critically look at the media you consume
> Use social media to raise awareness
> Buy “sweat shop free” and Fair Trade products



What can I do TODAY?

> Pay attention
> Be a safe person
> Support each other
> Call others into the conversation 
> Use social media to raise awareness
> Be kind (instead of nice or polite)
> Trust your gut
> Practice FRIES consent 



Find out more about SAS
Tanya Fernandez

tanya@seattleagainstslavery.org

360-747-7231

National Human Trafficking 
Hotline:

1-888-3737-888

mailto:tanya@seattleagainstslavery.org

